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3. In all cases, the health and well being of the patient is the overriding 

consideration in determining patient destination.  Factors to be considered  
include:  severity and stability of the patient’s condition; anticipation of transport 
time; available transport resources; and request by the patient, family, guardian 
or physician. 

 
POLICY:  
 
I. Responsibility of the Provider Agency 
 

A. Perform a mLAPSS for patients exhibiting local neurological signs or symptoms of a 
possible stroke.   

 
B. Transport the patient to the nearest ASC if mLAPSS screening criteria are met. 

 
Note:  SFTP providers are responsible for assuring the ASC is notified of the 
patient’s pending arrival and contacting the base hospital to provide minimal 
patient information, including the results of the mLAPSS, last known well date 
and time, and patient destination.  Base contact may be performed after the 
transfer of care if the receiving ASC is not the base hospital. 

 
C. Document the results of mLAPSS and last known well time in designated area on the 

EMS Report Form or electronic patient care report (ePCR). 
 
II. Responsibility of the Base Hospital 
  

A. Provide medical direction and destination for all patients who meet mLAPSS criteria 
or have symptoms strongly suggestive of a stroke. 

 
B. Determine patient destination via the ReddiNet® system. 

 
C. Notify the receiving ASC if the base hospital is not the patient’s destination. 
 
D. Document the results of mLAPSS and last known well time in designated area on the 

Base Hospital Form. 
 
III. Responsibility of the ASC 
 

A. Provide services 24 hours a day/7 days a week for stroke patients as required for 
Primary Stroke Center certification. 
 

B. Diversion of stroke patients is allowed only for internal disaster. 
 

IV. Transportation of Stroke Patients to an ASC 
 

A. All suspected stroke patients shall be transported to the most accessible ASC if 
ground transport is 30 minutes or less regardless of service area rules and/or 
considerations. 
 

B. If ground transport time to an ASC is greater than the maximum allowable time of 30 
minutes, the patient shall be transported to the most accessible receiving facility. 
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CROSS REFERENCES: 
 
Prehospital Care Policy Manual: 
Ref. No. 501, Hospital Directory 
Ref. No. 502, Patient Destination 
Ref. No. 503, Guidelines for Hospitals Requesting Diversion of ALS Units 
Ref. No. 808, Base Hospital Contact and Transport Criteria 
Ref. No. 1200, Treatment Protocols 
Ref. No. 1251,  Stroke/Acute Neurological Deficits 
 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, www.cms.gov 
 


